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Intensive AAC Therapy Experience

August 12-14, 2011
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania



Once Upon Story AAC Therapy Camp is a weekend camp experience for non-speaking or severely speech impaired children from the ages of 5 -15 who functionally use augmentative communication (AAC) strategies and tools to communicate.  The camp sponsored by ICANTM Talk Clinics of the AAC Institute.  Once Upon a Story gives children the opportunity to interact with other children using AAC systems while increasing their ability to communicate and enhancing their language and literacy skills through functional activities.
The mission of the Once Upon a Story AAC Therapy Camp is to help children become more competent users of their AAC system, train parents and educators to facilitate language and communication at home and at school and provide a fun environment for campers and families to interact and learn.
This year’s theme, Once Upon a Story, will provide the framework for all therapeutic activities.  Camp will begin with an evening cruise encompassing a tour of Pittsburgh.  Three weekend sessions will include large and small group activities that are designed to increase communicative competence, knowledge of core vocabulary and literacy skills through fun and functional activities.  Our day will consist of opportunities for campers to communicate with staff and peers for a variety of reasons. Since this year’s theme is centered around literacy, students will have the opportunity to narrate books, participate in reading stories and write their own memory book about our Friday night tour of Pittsburgh.  There will be opportunities for our campers to meet adults who use AAC systems on both days.
Parent/Educator Training

There will be three breakout sessions for parents and educators while campers and staff are engaged in learning activities.

Camp Fees:  
Campers- $300
 Seminars: $50 for Parents, $75 for Professionals
Tentative Schedule

Friday, August 12, 2011

6:00 PM  Gateway Clipper Sight Seeing Tour, Station Square
7:30 PM  Duquesne Incline Ride and Museum Tour
(Campers and families will need to provide their own transportation to and from events.)


Saturday, August 13, 2011
8:30:    Registration Begins
9:15:    Session 1
10:45:  Snack
11:00:  Session 1 (cont.)
12:00:  Lunch
1:15:     Session 2
2:45:     Story Time Snack
4:00:     Session 2 Ends
Sunday, August 14, 2011
8:30:     Sign-In Begins
9:15:     Session 3
10:45:   Story Time Snack
12:00:   Session 3 Ends – Group Photos





Hotel Information
Omni William Penn Hotel
530 William Penn Place
Pittsburgh, PA  15219
412-281-78100
(Toll Free) 877-8520087
We have reserved a block of rooms for August 12 and 13 at a rate of $149.00.   Reservations must be made by July 13th to receive this rate.  Make sure to indicate that you are booking with the AAC Camp.  Although all rooms are accessible, thirteen rooms meet current ADA accessibility standards and will be available on a first come, first serve basis.  

For more information, please contact Debbie Witkowski at dwitkowski@aacinstitute.org
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