Reading activities with target words and supports for unity 84 sequenced
Robin Hurd, AAC Institute   E-mail: parents@aacinstitute.org
Here are some target phrases that go with specific books.  All of the icon sequences shown are for 84 sequenced version of Unity.  These can be placed in the book like a bookmark or printed and glued on the appropriate pages to show the words you are targeting.

“If you give” series of books (if you give a moose a muffin, if you give a mouse a cookie).
The child can either ask the question, provide the answer, or do part of the answer while the adult does the other part.  This set of words focuses on future tense (what will happen?) as well as things that are a possibility but really haven’t happened yet(if/then, he will want).   Some children may not understand the nuances of this. So it may be helpful to explain to the child that “will” means it hasn’t happened yet.  These are nice language ideas to work on, as well as great things to be able to say on the AAC device. But it may take some teaching before the language concept makes sense.  Doing this several times wit a couple of the books in this series can be a fun way to teach this.  And, of course, “what will happen?” works great with any book!
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   ____________________.

“Don’t Let the Pigeon” series of books by Mo Willems ( ex: Don’t Let the Pigeon Stay up Late, Don’t Let the Pigeon Drive the Bus)

This series of books is great for kids who need to learn to say “no” on their device (beginners). The character keeps asking if he can do the forbidden thing, and the child is motivated to answer. (Especially if you don’t’ turn the page until he does!)  It is also nice for talking about feelings and good job/ bad job (our family’s terms for behaviors).  For kids who are beyond yes/no, here’s another set of things to target.  I included some phrases for discussion of feelings and some quick interjections that can also be great to work on with these books.

I love these books because the pictures are simple and not “cutesy”.  They work for readers who are a bit older than the target age for the books, because they don’t seem like “baby stories”. I find that simple pictures help my kids to focus.
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How are You Peeling? This book has photos of veggies that have been carved into expressive faces.   It’s a really great one for talking about feelings. You can start with simply labeling the feelings, then move on to talking about reasons why he might be feeling that way.  The pictures are very simple and make it easy to focus on the feelings, though veggies with feelings are a step beyond identifying feelings on photos of people.  If the child is not yet very good at identifying feelings, he can ask the questions and watch an adult model the feelings words and explain why (“his eyes are squinty.  That helps me know he looks angry”).
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   (use the activity row to choose a feeling).
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      ___________.
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       _____________. 
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   ______________.   
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       _____________. 
