Cloudy with a Chance of Meatballs writing supports

designed at the 2007 AAC Institute Symposium
This activity is designed to help beginning writers who use AAC.  Students were to first read the book Cloudy with a Chance of Meatballs, by Judi Barrett.   The educators and parents in this hand’s on group were to design supports to help students write either a funny or a realistic story of their own, based on the one they just read.

Many students are using word webs or other forms of graphic organizers to help them plan their writings before they begin to put words together. The educational team used this strategy here, providing students with some target words to help them select and organize their words.

This team chose to use only the present tense form of the verb, and to emphasize descriptive words in their choice of target words for a beginning writer/communicator.  Different target words can be chosen to support the writing and language skills of the individual students who use AAC.
Students might use the target words provided to paste or Velcro onto a graphic organizer form as they begin to plan their own story.  Once they have organized their thoughts, they can write their stories using their AAC systems.
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