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Core Vocabulary

The Same High Frequency Words

are used by all populations

across all environments
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100 High Frequency: Interview 
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Just the Top 60 Interview Words
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How Many Words?

Word no. 1 occurs 475 times and accounts for 6.2%

of the total no. of words in the sample.

if 6.2%  x 16.129 = 100%

then 475 words x 16.129 = 100% 

and 475 words x 16.129 = 7,661 total words.

A sum of the Frequency Column reveals that these 100 

words account for around 5,000 of the 7,661 total individual 

word occurrences, or 66%
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Where Are These Words From?

The ‘Fringe words’: ‘Liberator’, ‘Strategy’, ‘Speech’, ‘Pathfinder’, 

‘Unity’ and ‘Device’ in the 100 Interview Words indicate that the 

source of the sample was probably a data log taken from a 

Minspeak communication aid. 

And it was Professor Bruce Baker, developer of ‘Semantic 

Compaction’ and ‘Minspeak’ who gave us the language 

sample wordlists, one from 3-4 years old speaking children, and 

one from and Interview with an AAC user.  
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What Are They ?

•Pronoun variations (Me, Myself, I, My, Mine…)

•Verbs

•There are 30 ‘little’ words (placement, joining, indefinite 

pronouns & articles, time, number, th- and wh- words) in the 

top 60 of the 100 words list

• Only a few nouns exist in the high frequency words 

lists. (300 words = 80+% daily speech)
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3-4 Years Olds’ Top 300 Words
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Word Analysis 

Teens & Young Adults
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A Small Sub-Set Makes Up 

One Fifth of Daily Speech, e.g:



March-July 2003 Source of data: Minspeak™ Study Day, UK, March 2003

Common Co-locations +

What’s that? That’s mine. My turn. All gone. Want more. Where is 

it? Here it is. Over there. Like this. Have you? Will You? Can You? 

Could You? It is. Isn’t it? He doesn’t, does he? You wouldn’t. I used 

to. Where did you put my..?  Have you seen it?  I can’t find it. Is it in 

the..? Will you get it for me?  What do you think? 

(Does anyone know what happened to the little boy who got 

everything he ever wanted?  He lived happily ever after.  I like your 

coat.  Where did you get it?  I’d like one like that myself.  It looks 

like a warm coat.  Can I try it on?  I’ll give it straight back. Where do 

you live? Will you come to my house one day? Call me).
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• Take a list of high frequency words with you and 
check that they are stored on the device by default.

• If these words are missing you won’t be able to 
use the device for spontaneous conversation.

• Have some test sentences and phrases ready.

• Ask to meet a proficient user of any device under 
consideration.

• Ask for a thorough demonstration, and trial loan.

Tips for Assessing a Device
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Terry and Michael:

• terryjohnmick@yahoo.co.uk

End


