
Katya Hill, PhD, CCC - SLP

University of Pittsburgh

AAC Institute

7 th International Symposium on AAC Evidence - Based Practice

Sheraton Station Square, Pittsburgh 2009



The goal of AAC is the most effective 
communication possible.

The two most important values expressed by 
people who rely on AAC are:  

1) saying exactly what they want to say, and
2)  saying it as fast as they can.

AAC service delivery must honor these values.
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} "Outlier" is a scientific 
term to describe things 
or phenomena that lie 
outside normal 
experience. 

} Individuals that achieve 
high levels of success.

} People who are outliers ñ
are men and women 
who, for one reason or 
another, are so 
accomplished and so 
extraordinary and so 
outside of ordinary 
experience that they are 
puzzling to the rest of us

} Outliers is a non - fiction 
book written by Malcom
Gladwell and published 
by Little, Brown and 
Company on November 
18, 2008.
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Individuals we 
immediately
recognize as 
òbeating the
odds.ó



}"10,000 - Hour Ruleò: Gladwell (2008) 
documents that the key to success in any 
field is, to a large extent, a matter of 
practicing a specific task for a total of 
around 10,000 hours.

}Chance: created opportunities or 
circumstances that others do not have as 
routine.
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